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Study: Objectives

ldentify existing recreationall beating
epPpertunIties asseciated With the Eeather
RIVEr I the  study: area.

|dentify’ & assess Ways: ter malntaim; &
enhance river-related recreational
EXPERENCES) o) appreprate water-related
activities.
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Study: Area

Wo reaches ol the Eeather RIver:

.. — North Fork arm of Lake Oroville

contains the Big Bend whitewater run

Putsinrat PG&E Poe Pewerheuse (outside: off EERC Preject 2100
pBoundary)

Fake-out at Dark Canyen Car-tep BR

2. — frem Oroville Dam te Gridley

Divided! inte: 3 segments
Segment 1 —Diversion Pool
Segmenit 2 — LLow: Elew: Section
Segmenit 3 — Afteray Outlet te) Gridley
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View: of put-in at PG&E Poe Pewernouse
(ouitside: ofi EERC Project 2100 houndany)
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Methodoelogy,

-Cle: Tield reconnalssance;, focus
group: discussion: & survey

s FecUs group made up off 11 members off a local whitewater
greup, the Chicer Paddleneads

= Focus Group topicsiincluded Big Bend runj, and comparison: to
ether whitewater runs; i the area

- fiield recennaissance;, foeus

greup and mail sunvey

s Eloated by canee and drfit beat (With: a guide) firom Eish
IHatcheny te; Ralm Avenue

= Focus group andisurvey topics included trip characteristics,
activities, group info, history of use, Issues, and suggested
Improvements for the 3 segments
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Methodelogy: (contd)

n Stakehplder-Prepoesed Whitewater Park —
fecUS group discussion: andl survey.

a Other miermauon used incildead RIStorc
laker elevatien: and! fiow: Infermation to
determine when BigrBend runihas heen
runnanle
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Eloating down the Lower Reach
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Key Results

AvailapiityaeirEIgiEEnE i e ERENEST ORNERKE EIEVAION

ACCONCINGMONOCUST GEURNINEMIBENS

s Max Useable Elevatien — 730 feet, If lake Is at elevation of 730! fit
ol less then not eneughs off the run Is exposed ter be worth
poatNng

a Generally’ use the runs Laborr Day: through early: November

ORIVARNVAGIFEN ST {2 EarSH oW ECI Y66 aERZ002)
has Lake Oroville reached 730 ft or less

s Avg days/year = 127, typically between August and Decemiber
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Key Results

BIg EERENURNS 4 mIEsHene=—genRelV nore
fletiWetiar cztelelline) tarelal Yy elfiayyeiies

shmilesieitiaivaieRpadalinerertake=-ouircinvs0
it lzle 2lavziiien

EGCUS GelUp MEMBESVEUICNIKE IerSGHIENR tIIE
cztefel|ee)lf

a Options Include other take-eut locations: (feund Not e
e practical)) or a water shuittle to take heaters: iem
end of the run te Dark Canyon Carn-tep BR
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Take-out at Dark Canyon
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Key Results

ACCONIIINE LENEEUSIAICURNTIEMIENSE

Big Bend Is a class 1= te IV run (Intermediate
10, advanced)

Big Bend runrisicomparanle to Belden, Chill Bar,
Pigeon Peint and SIms runs onltherEast Biranch
Upper Northr Eork, S. Eeik Amercan, lrinity, and
Upper Sacramento: RIVErs.

Runi s alse comparable to, NEER Funs suchas
Poee, Rock Creek, and Cresta, other NEER runs
and MEER
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Key Results

Segment 1 (IDiversion Pool)

Access Issues

s Beat launchrarea s teo steep  (onr Buima Read)

s Gate closes at sunset, want te be able 1o paddle after
dark

s Area for picnicking that Is firee: off manure
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Key Results

Segment 2 (lLew: Elow: Section)

ACCESS ISSUES
x Steep/roughriaunch ramp at Outliet
a [Lack eff ramps, take-ouits

EIGWAISSUES
a Elow inrrver negatively affiecting fish anal fishing

General Issues

n Jet boats, lack off facilities (teilets, tent camping,
phenes), lllegal fishing & vehicle vandalism
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Key Results

Segment 3 (from Outlet te Gridley)

ACCESSHISSUES
s [ack of ramps, existing ramps difficult ter use

Flow Issues

a Elow IR nver toer low: e beating, negatively affecting
fishrand fishing

General Issues

x lllegal fishing,, Unsale boeaters, Venicle vanaalisn,
UnRruly: bank fisherman, tee much fishing line inlthe
Water
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Key Results

EECUSI GOURNIIEMBELS Helis

Park couldiinciudersialom & redee) hoating, commercial
Whitewater rakting

On-shore activities could Include picnicking,, frishee,
walking, biking, horsehack rding, camping anadl fieod
CONCESSIONS

SpPectators would e Important, ceuld previde contests,
demoenstrations and classes that spectators could watch
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Key: Results

EGCUS group members felt the level off demanad
o the: park would e high due' te the  uiiean
location’ and availapility’ i park WHReR ether;
Whitewater epporitnities would not he availakie

O ol 11 respendents said they wWeula use: the
park enee a Week or more: (6) or 6nce eveny: two
weeks (3)
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Key Results

3 or 4 Potential Locations

x Area just below: Thermalite: Diversion: Dam
(RWG-LES, Buite County)

s Area Just below: Eish Barrier Dami or Site
petween the' Fish Barrer Dam and! Bedrock
Park (RWG-LF28, Oroville RDA/ FRLFCA)

s Along the; tailrace channel between the
Eerenay and Afterlaay, near the Seuth
Eerebay DUA RwWe-LF18, Am. Whitewater/Chico Paddleheads)
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Questions?
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